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April 2026 

The Good News Letter  
Volume 28 Issue 4 

The Joy of the Resurrection 
We Christians simply cannot get over the reality of 
the Resurrection. For us, the fact that God raised 
Christ from the dead proves that Christ’s way alone is 
God’s answer to the sins and horrors of the world. 
The truths Christ taught when he walked on earth 
stand solid and irrefutable. The light he brought is the 
only light that never goes out, for it is the eternal 
light of God’s glory. Christ’s life is the clearest exam-
ple of how God intends for us to live. His way is the 
way that makes the most sense for our lives on this 
earth. The saints throughout history have shown that 

     again and again. 
The hope Christ offers is the only true and lasting hope. Ultimately, it is our as-
surance that life can be good and joy-filled for all. Consider the words St. Paul 
wrote to the church at Rome and apply them to your own life: “Just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans 6:4–5, NRSV). 
If that is not a tremendous cause for abiding joy, then what is? 

Easter Sunrise Service: Welcome the Dawn of Resurrection 
Start Easter morning with a beautiful time of worship as the sun rises. We’ll gather 
outdoors to celebrate the empty tomb, sing together and reflect on the hope Christ 
brings. Bring a blanket or chair, dress warmly and come expectant — the joy of Easter 
morning is always sweeter when shared. Easter Sunday at Bear Butte Shelter.  
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Our Sunday Worship Schedule  
and Live Streaming Services 

9:00-9:50 (children & adult) 
10:00 a.m. ~ Worship Service 

11:00 a.m. ~ Fellowship 
 

April 5th ~ Worship ~ Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Sunday 
Don Nettleton 

April 12th ~ Worship ~ 2nd Sunday of Easter ~ Kathy McKillip 
April 19th ~ Worship ~ 3rd Sunday of Easter ~ Carole Skalsky 

April 26th ~ Worship ~ 4th Sunday of Easter ~ Melinda Williams 

Church InformaƟon 

 

 

 

 
Church office hours are  

Monday—Friday, 8:00 a.m. to Noon 
and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.   

Please feel free to give the church  
office a call with any questions or 
concerns at 605-347-2395.  If you 
need to reach us after hours you 
can call Carla at 605-423-6034.   
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You may also join us on 
Facebook Live Sunday 
mornings by going to  
https://www.facebook.com/ 
FirstPresbyterianSturgis.   
The service can also be 
viewed on our website, 

www.fpcsturgissd.com, a short time  
after 11:30 a.m.   

Church InformaƟon 

 

 

 

 

April 2nd ~ 1:00pm ~ PW Circle 
April 6th ~ 5:00 p.m. Worship 
April 6th ~ 6:00 p.m. Mission 

April 7th ~ 5:30 pm ~ Deacons 
April 9th ~ 12:00 p.m. ~ Alliance of Churches ~ Love, Inc. 

April 9th ~ 5:30pm ~ ChrisƟan EducaƟon 
April 13th ~ 5:00 p.m. ~ Welcoming 

April 14th ~ 5:30pm ~ Finance, Personnel & Stewardship 
April 28th ~ 6:00pm ~ Building & Grounds 

April 28th ~ 7:00pm ~ Session MeeƟng 
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Church & Community 

“He Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed” 
Thank you for the conƟnued support you have provided throughout the years.  The  

generosity of First Presbyterian Church with the donaƟon of food and money conƟnues to 
touch many people in the Sturgis area.   

         April’s suggested items: 

 
 

The Food Pantry is open from 9:00 AM to 11:45 AM Wednesday, and Friday (excluding major 
holidays). Volunteers are the foundaƟon of this service. 

 
Please also con nue to save Lynn’s Dakota Mart receipts; the money received through this 
program is u lized for purchase of regularly stocked products at the Food Pantry. For each 

$10,000 in receipts the Food Bank receives $100.  
 

Please feel free to contact me at 605-490-3078 or beƩy.neƩleton@gmail.com if you have any 
quesƟons or suggesƟons.  Thank you for your conƟnued support! 

BeƩy NeƩleton  

Total 2019 2371 pounds   April 12 Easter 

Total 2020 818 pounds   April 19 Italian 

Total 2021 1227 pounds   April 26 Mexican 

Total 2022 876 pounds     

Total 2023 937 pounds       

Total 2024 1043 pounds       

Total 2018 3164 pounds  April 5 Baking Ingredients 

Total 2025 983 pounds    
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   SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ANNUAL  
MAY BASKET EXTRAVAGANZA! 

Make plans to join in the fun for the annual May  
Basket Extravaganza sponsored by the Board of 
Deacons.  Create a basket, buy chances to win a  
basket, be a bidder at the auction; so many  
options.  Examples of basket include bake goods, 
hand crafted items, garden/flowers, ‘theme’  
baskets….let your imagination run wild. The  
proceeds will go to one or more mission projects.  
 

Date: Sunday, April 26, 2026 
Time:  Following worship service 

Church & Community 

Presbyterian Women is an active, mission-focused group that 
shares fellowship, prayers and good deeds with our church  
family, the community and the world.  Please join us each day 
as we pray for God to send us the pastor that he has chosen for 
us. 
 
Our next meeting will be just before Easter on April 2, 2026 at 
1:00 pm in the Lee James Parlor.  
Please join us for a quick meeting, a 

short program, a Bible Study (Chapter 3 “Listening to 
the Young” if you have the book), and of course  
coffee and delicious snacks.  See you there!  

Church InformaƟon 
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Thank you 
First Presbyterian Church, 
 
C.I.S.S. wanted to thank you for your very gen-
erous donation to our organization. 
We truly appreciate your continued support. 
 
  Thank you 
  C.I.S.S. Staff 

Dear First Presbyterian Women 
We are so thankful for your conƟnued support for Meade School Nurses. Your generous  
 donaƟons help so many children from Kindergarten through 12th Grade! Our community is 
blessed to have such caring individuals.  
       Thank you 
       Julie Dobler RN  Danielle Sperling 
       Heidi Komes RN  Nicole Ruel 
       Natasha Geigle RN 

Dear First Presbyterian Church 
Thank you for continued support of Good 
Shepherd Free Clinic. Your Financial 
gifts helps us cover prescriptions, dental 
extractions, lab tests and more. We work 
with County Drug, Dr. Hetlinger and 
Monument Health as Sturgis partners. 
Your partnership is important.  
 
   Chris Davis  
   Executive Director Presbyterian Women,  

Just a quick note to say thank you for the 
cookies and nice visit with Nancy Harlan. 
     Nancy and I go back a ways. We first 
met in 1953 hen my family moved to 
Sturgis; the 1st Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School and graduated Brown 
High in 1962. 
   Love 
   Karen Kuiken 

Presbyterian Women, 
     C.I.S.S. would like to thank you for 
your conƟnued support to the shelter. 
It truly means so much to us.  
   Thank you! 
   C.I.S.S. 
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Thank you 
Thank you to everyone who have/are praying for me and sending positive 
thoughts to me. I can feel them.  
Also thank you for the visits, flowers, food, gifts, cards & letters. Everyone 
has been amazing & made being away from home for 18 months much 
more bareable. 
Very slowly, but sure things are moving in the right direction. Please stop 
by for a visit.  
Feels great to be home! 
My wound is still healing but moving in the right direction.  
 
       God Bless,  
       Dorothy 

1st Presbyterian Church,  
 And that gift is each other! 
 Just to say Hello & to thank everyone for your thoughts & prayers!  
 I am doing good. Hope to get to church soon! 
     Thanks again! 
     Carolyn Woods 

Dear Presbyterian Women,  
     Thank you for your generous donation to Sam’s Closet/Kids in Need. We 
truly appreciate your continued support of our students. Your contribution helps 
provide food, clothing, and school supplies for students who need them.  
     Your generosity allows to meet the basic needs of our students so they can 
focus on learning and experience success at SBHS. Thank you for making a 
difference in the lives of our students.    Coleen Keffeler 
          Ass’t Principal 

Dear Presbyterian Women: 
     Thank you so much for the gift card to purchase items for our students. Your 
kindness and generosity benefit so many children! 
       School nurses 
      Heidi Komes, RN  Danielle Sperling 
      Julie Dobler RN  Nicole Ruel  
      Natasha Geigle RN 
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Thank you 
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Thank you 
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Devotion 

April 2026 Daily Bible Reading 
Soul 

It Is Well with My Soul, HoraƟo Gates Spafford, 1873 
1 When peace, like a river aƩendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; whatever my 
lot, thou hast taught me to say, “It is well, it is well with my soul.” 
2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest assurance control: that 
Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and has shed his own blood for my soul. 
3 My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! my sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to 
the cross, and I bear it no more; praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
4 O Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll; the 
trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend; even so, it is well with my soul. 
Refrain:  It is well with my soul; it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
  Easter Readings 
  Day 1    John 16     Day 16   Psalm 42: 1-11 
  Day 2    John 17     Day 17   Mark 8: 34-38 
  Day 3    John 18     Day 18   Psalm 62: 1-2 
  Day 4    John 19     Day 19   Luke 1: 46-50 
  Day 5    John 20     Day 20   Psalm 84: 1-4 
  Verses on the Soul     Day 21   John 12: 23-29 
  Day 6    Genesis 2: 5-7    Day 22   1 Thessalonians 5: 23-24 
  Day 7    Deuteronomy 10: 12-13   Day 23   Psalm 103: 1-5 
  Day 8    1 Samuel 1: 9-17    Day 24   Hebrews 4: 12-13 
  Day 9    Psalm 19: 7-8    Day 25   Hebrews 6: 17-20 
  Day 10   Jeremiah 6: 16    Day 26   Proverbs 16: 24 
  Day 11   Isaiah 26: 7-9    Day 27   1 Peter 2: 20-25 
  Day 12   Psalm 23: 1-3    Day 28   Psalm 116: 5-9 
  Day 13   Isaiah 61: 10    Day 29   RevelaƟons 6: 9-11 
  Day 14   Psalm 35: 9-10    Day 30   RevelaƟons 20: 4 
  Day 15   MaƩhew 11: 28-30    
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Deadline to submit items for the  
May newsletter is  

April 23rd   
Please send your newsletter items to Carla at  

 presbychsecretary@gmail.com.   

Did you know...Our website is currently under construction but will contain 
monthly newsletter, monthly calendar, and much more.   

Has your address or phone number changed? 
Please let Carla know at 605-347-2395 or  

presbychsecretary@gmail.com 

Volunteers help run the First Presbyterian Church. We have sign-up sheets in the  
narthex for Nursery, Scripture readers, youth group meals, meals on wheels, and  
communion.  Below are a few the sign-up sheets and dates that are open. If you 

would like to help, please contact the church office (605) 347-2395 or  
presbychsecretary@gmail.com or put your name on the sign-up sheet in the  

narthex. Thank you for your help. 

Position  April 6 April 12 April 19 April 26 

Scripture 
Reader 

Beth  
Bauer 

Morgan 
Pickett   

Parish Parish 1 Parish 2 Parish 3 Parish 4 

 April 1 April 8 April 15 April 22 

Youth Group 
Meal 

 Brenda & 
Nettleton Barb  

 

 

 

April 29 

Nancy & 
Phil  

Harlan 
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Christian symbol 
PEACOCK — The beautiful peacock is likely one of the lesser-known Christian 

symbols. Based on an ancient myth that its flesh doesn’t decay 
after death, early Christians appropriated the bird as a symbol 
of immortality. The molting of its tail feathers each year to be 
replaced with supposedly more beautiful ones led to use of 
the peacock as a sign of resurrection and glorification. 
 
Additionally, the eye-like pattern in the peacock’s tail feathers 
made it a symbol of conscience and of God, who sees all.  
However, the peacock also represents arrogance as it struts to 
show off its plumage. During the Baroque period, the peacock 
was often part of artwork at the 10th Station of the Cross,  
depicting Jesus stripped of his clothing—atoning, according to 
some teachings, specifically for our sin of vanity. 
 

Early Christians believed peacocks shriek when they catch sight of their feet, 
which they consider ugly. Christians took this as a reminder that we, too, should 
lament our spiritual imperfections that detract from the beauty of life lived in 
Christ. 

Rain: A Gentle Reminder of God’s Care 
A rainy day can be many things ... 
It can be moisture for the farmer's garden, 
Or the picnic that has to be postponed; 
It can be the replenishing of a stream, 
Or the overflow of a flood; 
It can be relief from a hot summer day, 
Or the chill of an autumn wind. 
The rotating cycle of clouds to Earth 
Is part of Nature's plan 
For stability throughout the Universe, 
As old as the hills, 
And dependable as the seasons. 
Rain and sunshine are equal partners 
In the daily expression of God's love. 
— Jeanne D. Birrell 
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April Birthdays 
April 7 

Doug Voorhees 
April 10 

Janice Lundgren 
April 12 

Nic Forbes 
April 13 

Tom Anderson 

April 14 
Nancy Carpenter 

April 15 
Tyce Dunn 

April 17 
Connie DeVries 

April 21 
Barb Termes 

April 26 
Jazmyn Canaday 

April 30 
Emmitt Pittman 

 
 
 
 

April 11 
Mary Beth & Gary Anderson 



 

The Good News LeƩer Vol 28/Issue 4 Page 16 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      
  
  

1 
11:30am Men’s 
Lunch 
  
  
  
5:30pm Youth 
Grp 
7:00pm Choir 

2 
Maundy 
Thursday 
  
6:00 p.m. Len-
ten Supper ~ 
Youth 
 

3 
Good Friday 
  
12:00pm 
Cross Walk 
  
7:00pm ~ Key 
City Solutions 
AA 

4 
  
 10:00 a.m.  
Decorate 
the Church 
for Easter  

Resurrection       5 
of the Lord 
Easter Sunday 
 6:00am Sunrise  
              Service 
10:00am  Worship/ 
    Holy Communion 
     Don Nettleton 
11:00am  Fellowship 
Parish 1 
  

6 
  

 
  
5:00pm  
Worship 
6:00pm  
Mission 

7 
  
9:00am Home 
Communion 
  
  
  
5:30pm  
Deacons 

8 
  
11:30 a.m. Men’s 
Lunch 
  
  
  
5:30pm Youth 
Grp 
7:00pm Choir 

9 
  
12:00pm AOC 
@ Love Inc. 
Host 
  
   
5:30pm Bells 
6:30pm  
Christian Ed 

10 
  
  
Youth Rally 
   
  
  
7:00pm ~ Key 
City Solutions 
AA 

11 
  
Youth Rally 

2nd Sunday after 12 
Easter 
9am Sunday School 
10:00am  Worship 
Kathy McKillip 
11:00am  Fellowship 
Parish 2 
Youth Rally 

13 
  
  
  
  
  
5:00pm  
Welcoming 
5:30pm F/P/S 
  

14 
  
  
  
  
 

15 
  
11:30 a.m. Men’s 
Lunch 
  
  
5:30pm Youth 
Grp 
7:00pm Choir 

16 
  
  
  
  
  
5:30pm Bells 

17 
  
  
  
  
  
7:00pm ~ Key 
City Solutions 
AA 

18 

 
2 pm  
Comedy, 
Cake, and 
Coffee  
  

3rd Sunday after  19 
Easter 
9am Sunday School 
10:00am  Worship ~ 
Carole S. Camp 
Sunday 
11:00am  Fellowship 
Parish 3 

20 
  
  
  

  

21 
  
  
12:00pm 
Northern Hills 
Connection 
Luncheon 

22 
  
11:30 a.m. Men’s 
Lunch 
  
  
  
5:30pm Youth 
Grp 
7:00pm Choir 

23 
  

 
  
5:30pm Bells 

24 
  
  
  
  
  
7:00pm ~ Key 
City Solutions 
AA 

25 
 
 
 
1-4pm  
Private 
Event  

4th Sunday after  26 
Easter 
9am Sunday School 
10:00am Worship ~ 
Melinda Williams 
11:00am  Fellowship 
Parish 4 
11:30am May Basket 
Extravaganza  

27 28 
  
  
  
  
5:30pm Bldg & 
Grds 
7:00pm  
Session 

29 
  
11:30 a.m. Men’s 
Lunch 
  
  
  
5:30pm Youth 
Grp 
7:00pm Choir 

30 
  
  
  
  
  
5:30pm Bells 

   




